St. Mary's Pre-School Playgroup
Policy: Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Policy and Procedures

DEFINITIONS

· A child has a special educational need (SEN) if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.
· For children aged two or more, special educational provision is educational provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children of the same age.
· A child under compulsory school age has SEN if he or she is likely to have a learning difficulty or disability when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.
· A disability is defined in the Equality Act 2010 as ‘...a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’.  This definition provides a relatively low threshold and includes more children than many realise: ‘long-term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’.  This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer.  Children with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a significant overlap between disabled children and those with SEN.  Where a disabled child requires special educational provision, they will also be covered by the SEN definition.

POLICY
· We follow the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years, and comply with the following key legislation, regulations and guidance:
·  The Children and Families Act 2014
· The Equality Act 2010
· Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014
· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (September 2025)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023
· We are committed to the inclusion of all children and parents with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
· We are committed to developing the full potential of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
· We believe in the early identification of children’s needs through observation, assessment and strong parental partnership.
· We plan our curriculum, adjust our provision and use agreed strategies to ensure children’s specific needs are met.
· We work closely with parents, valuing their views, keeping them fully involved with their child’s care and education and placing them and their children at the centre of decision making
· We liaise and establish good links with other professionals and outside agencies in order to meet children’s individual needs.
· We continually monitor children’s progress.

PROCEDURES
· Our Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator (SENDCO) is Keely Crockett.    
· The SENDCO briefs the staff team at team meetings and supports key persons when they are working with children with special educational needs.
· We will provide information about our SEN and disability provision as requested by the local authority so it may be included in the ‘Local Offer’.  The local authority has a statutory duty to publish, in one place, information about the provision for education, health and care for children with SEN and/or disabilities in Bromley.  Bromley’s Local Offer may be viewed at: https://www.bromley.gov.uk/special-educational-needs-disability-send-local-offer
· Our admissions practice and settling-in procedures are designed to ensure all parents and children have equality of access to the setting, and that wherever possible any identified needs are provided for prior to the child starting at pre-school.
· We provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all children with SEN and/or disabilities based on observed interests and differentiated to meet their needs and stage of development.
· All children are assigned a key person who observes and assesses their development.  Any concerns are shared with the SENDCO who will work with the key person to observe and assess their needs.
· AREAS OF NEED: The SEND Code of Practice sets out four broad areas of need to help practitioners identify children’s individual needs and plan for the support they may require.  These four areas are:

· Communication and interaction:    Children with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time.  They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives.  Children with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction.  They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others.

· Cognition and learning: Support for learning difficulties may be required when children learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation.  Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including:
· moderate learning difficulties (MLD)
· severe learning difficulties (SLD) where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication
· [bookmark: 98]profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD) where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment
· Specific learning difficulties (SpLD) affect one or more specific aspects of learning.  This encompasses a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.

· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties: Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways.  These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour.  These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties or disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.

 Sensory and/or physical needs: Some children require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided.  These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time.  Some children with a physical disability require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers.

·  The SENDCO and key person will work in partnership with parents to analyse needs and formulate strategies to support the child.  They will obtain agreement from parents to work with other professionals and will keep parents informed of developments and progress at all stages of the graduated approach described below.
· There will be a graduated approach to providing support for children with SEN with four stages of action: ASSESS, PLAN, DO, REVIEW.  This is reflected in the format of the setting’s SEN Support Plan, to which parents contribute.  A SEN Support Plan includes details of:

· How a child prefers to learn, their interests and strengths, together with things they need help with (Assess);
· Short term targets or next steps, interventions, support and strategies, together with ideas for home and a review date (Plan);
· How the child is engaging with and responding to the additional support and planning (Do);
· How effective the support is and the impact it is having on the child’s progress (Review), together with suggested next steps.

The Assess Plan Do Review cycle is ongoing and includes formal written progress checks, updates and progress trackers together with the Every Child a Talker (ECAT) tracker.
· Education Health & Care (EHC) plan: If a child fails to make sufficient progress and continues to cause concern, then the SENDCO will discuss the possibility of making a request to the local authority for an EHC Needs Assessment with the child’s parents.  The local authority will decide if a child needs an EHC plan and, if so, a plan will be written that sets out the specific support the child will need in terms of education, health and care, together with how these areas of provision will be coordinated
· In some circumstances, for example when there are several professionals involved, the SENDCO will offer to arrange a Team around the Child (TAC) meeting to parents so that everyone involved with the child may get together to discuss progress and plan the next steps.
· We will engage with the Local Authority in relation to Inclusion Funding and allocating the budget to additional resources to meet special educational needs, for example, a visual timetable, social stories or sensory materials.
· The pre-school can offer signposting to support and mediation services such as parent-partnership services.  Resources for advice and support can also be accessed at: https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/
· When children move to another setting, we pass on information and records to make the transition as seamless as possible.  A team around the child (TAC) meeting may be arranged to aid transition, together with visits to the new setting, visits from other professionals and/or visits from practitioners from the new setting.
· We ensure that positive images of children and/or adults with special educational needs and/or disabilities are promoted in the setting.
· We monitor our special educational needs and disability provision by carrying out the annual review required by the Local Authority.

	Facilities for Children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
In our early years setting we have the following facilities and resources for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities:
· Changing Facilities
· Disabled toilet
· Our setting is all on one level and we have extra width door space to accommodate wheelchairs and buggies
· Parking facilities adjacent to the building
· Ramps for easy access to and from the outside areas
· Access to specialised toys and/or resources as required
· Some members of staff have knowledge of Makaton signing and we use Makaton signing cards, visual symbols and timetables.
· If parents are dissatisfied in any way with the special educational provision for their child, they should follow the procedure set out in the Complaints Policy.
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